
Australian bat lyssavirus post 
exposure prophylaxis (PEP) 

flowchart 
BITTEN OR SCRATCHED BY ANY AUSTRALIAN BAT 

(includes fruit-eating and insectivorous bats) 

ALL WOUNDS SHOULD BE THOROUGHLY WASHED 
WITH SOAP AND WATER and apply povidine iodine if 

available 

*If the bat is available for testing, a decision is taken as to 
whether PEP initiated immediately or deferred if bat test 

results will be available within 48 hrs (Darwin only). 

TEST BAT 

**Give Human rabies immunoglobulin 
(HRIG) 20IU/kg, + post exposure 

vaccination (5 doses of 1ml rabies vaccine 
on day 0, 3, 7, 14 & 28). 

HRIG should not be administered if 
vaccination commenced more than 7 days 

prior. 

TEST BAT 

Immediate PEP Defer PEP for up to 48 hours 

BAT NEGATIVE BAT POSITIVE 

BAT NEGATIVE BAT POSITIVE 

Patient unlikely to 
be further 

exposed to 
lyssavirus 

Patient likely to be 
further exposed to 

lyssavirus 

Discontinue 
prophylaxis 

Continue and 
complete post 

exposure 
prophylaxis up to 
5 doses of 1ml 
rabies vaccine 

Patient unlikely to 
be further 

exposed to 
lyssavirus 

No 
prophylaxis 

Patient likely to be 
further exposed to 

lyssavirus 

*Give HRIG + post 
exposure 

vaccination  
(5 doses of 1ml 
rabies vaccine) 

Offer pre-exposure 
vaccination  

(3 doses of 1ml 
rabies vaccine on 
days 0, 7 & 28) 

* If the bat is available contact CDC on 89228044 or Berrimah veterinary Laboratories on 89992249 to arrange for testing of the bat.. 
** If proven history of pre-exposure vaccination, DO NOT give rabies immunoglobulin, give 2 doses of vaccine on days 0 & 3. 

January 2007 


